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According to results of a special Senate commission investigation released Nov. 17, Gen. Gustavo
Pardo Ariza, former commander of the Fourth Army Brigade in Medellin, was the individual bearing
the largest amount of responsibility for the escape of Medellin cartel leader Pablo Escobar in July.
The investigation also attributed political responsibility to former justice minister Fernando Carrillo,
former deputy justice minister Eduardo Mendoza, former national prison director Hernando
Navas and the former director of the Envigado jail, where Escobar was held before his escape,
Homero Rodriguez. All four were removed from their posts immediately following the escape. The
commission report called for "profound" changes in the country's prison policies and suggested
the possibility of a censure motion against Carrillo by the constitutional court for failure to fulfill
the responsibilities of his office. The report partially blamed former justice minister Jaime Giraldo
Angel and former criminal instruction director Carlos Eduardo Mejia because, although neither was
in command at the time of the escape, the two were responsible for contracting the services of the
guards which later facilitated the escape. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 11/17/92)
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